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		Nine-year-old with low vision receives a life-changing gift at  LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre Melbourne
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			• eSight and the Royal Society for the Blind (RSB) have gifted a nine-year-old with the life-changing device eSight 4 at LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre Melbourne

• LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre Melbourne will now offer free access to an eSight 4 device, creating a more inclusive environment for guests with low vision.

Melbourne, 10th June 2022: A nine-year-old boy is now seeing life through a new lens thanks to eSight, RSB and LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre, starting with a fun day out at the Melbourne attraction.

The lucky recipient of an eSight 4 device, Ethan Pridham from Munno Para in South Australia travelled to Melbourne, attraction to receive his life-changing gift and experience the joy of LEGO® in a way that would have previously not been possible.

With a price tag of $10,000, eSight 4, eSight’s latest technology, is clinically proven to enhance sight through a combination of best-match camera and lens technology to stimulate the brain, providing increased visual information that compensates for gaps in the user’s field of view.

eSight 4 allows wearers to remain mobile and is used by thousands of people with more than 20 eye conditions, including Ethan’s condition; Oculocutaneous Albinism. Whilst wearing an eSight 4 device, Ethan can see finer detail, which is perfect for LEGO® building, as the device helps to magnify and improve the contrast of what the wearer is seeing.

Today, on Ethan’s first-ever visit to LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre Melbourne, he had the opportunity to spend hours exploring the attraction – with Miniland Melbourne being the first stop! Ethan’s favourite activity appeared to be the stop-motion video room, where he worked with a staff member

to create his own underwater-themed build.

Ethan’s mum, Kimberley explains that “Ethan’s condition has made his life a lot more challenging than other children his age as it affects everything in his day-to-day life, from playing to schoolwork.

“Ethan receiving the eSight 4 is amazing, it is life-changing for him and will help make his everyday life a lot easier.” Kimberley continued.

Merlin Entertainments who own and operate LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre in Melbourne have previously worked with eSight in North America to provide life-changing experiences for individuals with vision impairment, however, this is the first time an Australian-based initiative has been launched.

The partnership aims to create more inclusive initiatives for individuals with low vision, and it is hoped that offering the free use of an eSight 4 device for guests will be rolled out to other Australian-based attractions.

Gregory Ogorek, Chief Operating Officer and President of eSight said, “Our objective is to create a more inclusive world for people with central vision loss and to facilitate an improved quality of life through more independent living. We at eSight believe strongly in this mission and feel that we are

well-aligned with the goal of accessibility that Merlin Entertainments and LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre Melbourne have set forth.”

Damian Papps, RSB Executive Director said, “RSB’s purpose is to work alongside people with blindness and low vision to help them live life the way they want.”

“I can think of no greater example of someone living their best, most engaged life than Ethan Pridham at LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre today. The importance of vision technology such as the eSight4 cannot be overstated for those with vision loss, and the way they see the world around them. As a leading organisation and technology supplier in the vision sector, RSB shares a strong partnership with eSight (as their sole Australian distributor), and we’re thrilled that this relationship now extends to Merlin Entertainment who has facilitated this unforgettable experience today. RSB is tremendously proud that an eSight 4 will now also be permanently available at LEGOLAND Discovery Centre Melbourne, allowing more kids, like Ethan to see differently.”

[image: Ethan playing with lego while wearing the E Sight glasses. A man on Ethan's left is helping him use the glasses.]

Claire Burrell, General Manager of LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre in Melbourne said, “Here at Merlin we are always looking for ways to create magical memorable experiences, and we strive to make those experiences as inclusive as possible for guests of all abilities. Our partnership with eSight reinforces this goal and what’s more, gives individuals with vision impairment the gift of being able to experience our attraction in a way that was simply not possible before – that is something really special.

“I’m beyond thrilled that Ethan has received his very own eSight 4 device, and I’m also so excited that we now have the opportunity to give people with low vision a day they’ll never forget – all they have to do is book the device via our website,” Claire said.

To book the device ahead of time, please visit https://www.legolanddiscoverycentre.com/melbourne/plan-your-day/before-you-visit/accessibility-guide/esight-booking-form/
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Emma

Senior Occupational Therapist












Emma has been involved in RSB’s Autism Assistance Dog program since its inception, and a highlight of her working day is seeing the interaction between the children and their families and Marty (RSB’s very loveable Autism therapy dog).

Emma feels lucky to work in such a dynamic team which is passionate about increasing the confidence of their clients through increased independence and capacity.

Whilst she’s not a fan of birds, Emma is surrounded by animals at home, in the form of a Golden Retriever (Winnie) and two ragdoll kittens, which her two young children are besotted with.
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Teresa

Senior Occupational Therapist












Teresa’s favourite part about working at RSB?..  Working with older clients; fighting frailty, reducing falls, and increasing independence and confidence in people living with low vision. She also loves seeing dogs in the RSB workplace!

Originally from the UK, Teresa is now making the most of South Australia’s beaches, where you’ll find her kayaking, cycling, or walking her dog.
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Melina

Senior Occupational Therapist












If you’re an older person with vision loss, Melina wants to speak with you! Melina loves working with older people, working on home modifications, ensuring a safe and practical environment for her clients.

Mel is big on health and enjoys going to the gym, walking her dogs and hitting the beach.
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Holly

Senior Occupational Therapist












Holly loves variety, and as a qualified OT and Orientation and Mobility Specialist she has found herself in the ideal role. Holly loves being on the road and meeting people in their own homes where she can hear their stories and better understand their needs.

Holly also has a photographic memory and an exceptional knowledge of celebrity gossip! Keep a spot free on your next quiz night table…
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Shenade

Occupational Therapist












Shenade is inspired by her “incredible, driven and dedicated team at RSB every day!”. She is also inspired by learning and holds a Master’s in Occupational Therapy, Bachelor or Health Science and a Postgraduate degree in Disability Studies.

This all leads to her passion which is… supporting clients to reach their goals, big or small and helping them to engage in meaningful activities.

Shenade hails from Sevenhill, a small country town north of Adelaide with a population of 120 people.
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Leonie

Senior Occupational Therapist












Leonie is big on family and for this reason the Animal Assisted Therapy program for kids with Autism is one of her favourites. The program offers a unique approach to therapy and seeing the kids interacting with the therapy dog and achieving their goals is truly inspiring.

Leonie also enjoys visiting people in their homes where she feels OT’s can make the biggest difference.

Leonie is at home at the river with her family, where she enjoys camping and water skiing.
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Hannah

Senior Occupational Therapist












Hannah has been at RSB since graduating in 2012 and loves working with older people, learning about their lives and experiences, and supporting them to live independently.

The diversity of RSB’s clients and being surrounded by the fabulous OT team has Hannah excited to get to work each day!

Hannah has just returned to RSB from maternity leave and there’s never a dull moment at home, where she enjoys playing with her one-year-old son and spending family time at the beach.
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Sarah

Senior Occupational Therapist












Sarah came to RSB with a background in mental health and loves learning from clients about how they have found ways to adapt to their vision impairment. 

Sarah enjoys finding Assistive Technology solutions for individuals, with simple items often packing the biggest punch. Tactile markers are a favourite. Small and affordable, tactile markers in the home, can be difference between someone being independent with their daily tasks or needing to rely on others.

Sarah is based in RSB’s southern office and is big on the outdoors, spending time gardening, cycling, at live music and discovering new places.
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Sarah

Occupational Therapist












Sarah runs RSB’s northern cooking group where clients learn skills to be able to cook independently. Eating the food is another enjoyable part of the class, most recently lasagna and scones (not together!). As a passionate cook herself, Sarah has taken cooking classes in Italy, Thailand, Bali and locally.

Sarah loves hitting the road for RSB and visiting clients in regional areas. Streaky Bay is the furthest she has ventured so far, and she is looking forward to more travels in upcoming months.
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Claire

Senior Occupational Therapist/Assistive Technology Specialist












With over 12 years’ experience in the field of vision loss, Claire feels strongly that there is so much still to learn and is inspired by the daily challenge of learning something new. As an Assistive Technology specialist this extends to her knowledge and interest in the very latest in vision technology.

As an undergraduate, Claire spent time Uganda and Kenya where she worked on grass roots projects and supported cataract operations. 

Also, if you’re looking for a Welsh speaker… contact Claire, who grew up in North Wales and is fluent in the language.
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Amy

Senior Occupational Therapist












Amy loves working as a specialist in blindness and vision loss with people of all ages, helping them achieve optimal performance at home, school, work, and the wider community. Amy also thrives in the NDIS area, where she works hard to get the best results for her clients.

Having grown up in the Riverland, Amy loves being outdoors, and on the weekend, you’ll find her hitting the road visiting family in regional South Australia, camping and spending time with friends (and her gorgeous dog).
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Dayna

Occupational Therapist












Dayna’s dad is a wheelchair bodybuilder and inspiration. He also has paraplegia, and it was though his interactions with OT’s as she was growing up that Dayna was introduced to the profession.

Dayna’s passion is cool technology, so if you’re looking for a run-down on the latest Assistive Technology devices for vision, she’s the one to talk to. The Talk Through Tech program for over 65’s looking to learn new skills is understandably her favourite at RSB. 
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Lauren

Lead Occupational Therapist












Lauren likes solutions. She loves being able to talk to clients about what it is they what to achieve, big or small, and finding ways to incorporate Assistive Technology or home modifications to enable great outcomes.

If she had to pick a favourite gadget it would be portable electronic magnifiers, which are easy to operate but pack a big punch in terms of increasing the capacity of individuals to undertake home and community-based tasks such as reading mail, following a knitting pattern or recipe, or reading price tags in the shop (without relying on someone else).

If Lauren looks familiar, you may have been at a wedding she presided over. A lover of love and celebrations, on weekends Lauren works as a marriage celebrant across South Australia.
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